SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 11th October 2004 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT

Cllr A R Goss (Chairman)

Cllr P N Aldis

Cllr P Blaine

Cllr R Downing

Cllr R Frood

Cllr D Gale

Cllr M McMurdo

Cllr C Osborne

Cllr M Pettitt

Cllr M Scott

Cllr D Sharman

Together with one member of the Press

1.  APOLOGIES:  for absence had been received from Cllrs Gurney, Mrs Gautier-Groom and White.

2.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS (P40/04)

(a) Prejudicial interests

Cllr Scott

Agenda Item 5(3) A1 Trunk Road

Member is resident of a house

located alongside this road.

(Left the Chamber).

(b)  Personal interests
Cllr McMurdo

Planning Application 04/01649/ADV

Direct relative of member, is 










Resident above the applicant 










Site.

Dispensations

Dispensations had been granted at the meeting of the Ethics and Standards Committee of Mid Beds District Council on 12th May 2004 to enable the following members to take a full part in the business under Agenda Item 8:

Cllrs
P Blaine


R Downing

D Gale


M McMurdo

2.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS (P40/04) (CONTD)


C Osborne


M Pettitt


M Scott

PART "A" – RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL

11.  FISHING RIGHTS – THE RIDDY LOCAL NATURE RESERVE, SANDY (P48/04)

(SEE ALSO RESOLVED MATTERS - MINUTE No: P48/04)

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:  That the Annual rent for the first of the three years of a new Agreement be £360.00 with annual increases in line with RPI for each of the subsequent two years.

PART "B" – RESOLVED MATTERS

3.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN COUNCIL (P41/04)

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

4.  MINUTES
 (P42/04)

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 6th September 2004 and which had been previously circulated were signed.

5.  MATTERS ARISING (P43/04)

a)  Matters on which there are developments to report

(1)  Sandy Cricket Club – New Lease (29.3.2004) (P109/03)

This matter was finally completed on 20th September 2004.

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted and that this Item may now be deleted.

(2)  Bedford Road Recreation Ground – Developers Contributions In Lieu of Public Open Space, St Swithun's Old School Site (6.9.04) (P38/04)

Letter sent to MBDC re: projects that may be acceptable for the "sports" grant.  No reply yet received.

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted.

(3)  Highways Agency – Decision re: Requested Roundabout, Junction of New Road and Orchard Road, Beeston (19.7.04) (P27/04)

Further reply received from Highways Agency 7.9.04.  (Copy was attached).

The final Study Report referred to in the letter is a very extensive document of over 100 A4 pages and therefore impossible to copy to all Members.  It is available for perusal at these offices.  A copy of the Summary and Conclusion pages and the Recommendations are though attached.  (Copy was attached).

5.  MATTERS ARISING (P43/04) (CONTD)

The pages which had been circulated prompted considerable discussion:

RESOLVED:  (a)  That a further letter be sent to the Highways Agency expressing the Council's serious disappointment that the slowing down of traffic on the A1 Trunk Road and in an already speed restricted zone should be seen as detrimental to the provision of the requested roundabout.

The survey appears to have looked at only one access route into the Town, although there are clearly two i.e. Bedford Road and St Neots Road.

(b)  The Town Council would again request the imposition of an HGV restriction preventing lorries from accessing the Town Centre from the A1 via either St Neots Road or Bedford Road and urging that New Road become the recognised HGV route both to and from the A1 Trunk Road.

(c)  That a copy of this letter also be sent to Bedfordshire County Council intimating that the above represents the unanimous view of Sandy Town Council.

(b)  Matters on which there are no developments to report
Public Open Space, Fallowfield Estate (9.6.03) (P13/03)

It is understood that a meeting of residents with the local MP was held on Thursday 30th September 2004.  There has been no communication with the Council by the organisers pre or post this meeting.

Cllr Pettitt said that the meeting had been organised by Mr Dean a Governor of Maple Tree Lower School.

It appeared that Mr Dean had no particular authority and represented no formal group.

The issues that were discussed were all those over which the Town Council has previously debated for long periods of time.  Nothing new was raised except the need for a new footpath on the western side of the access road to make a safe crossing for children from St Ivel Park to the Lower School.

Cllr Blaine said that he felt that perhaps this could be funded from the Safer Routes to School Initiative and that he would discuss this matter in County Hall.

Mr Burt had promised to discuss the outstanding issues and delays with Twigdens but it was thought that it was still for Twigdens to apply for formal adoption of the estate.

RESOLVED:That the situation be noted.

There were no further Matters Arising.

6.  PLANNING OR ENFORCEMENT APPEALS – DECISION (P44/04)

03/01833 FULL 

Wedgewood Builders Ltd

Unit 8 Eldon Way

BIGGLESWADE

SG18 8NH

6.  PLANNING OR ENFORCEMENT APPEALS – DECISION (P44/04) (CONTD)

Full application for the erection of 16 x 1 bed roomed flats and 1 pair of 2 bed semi-detached houses with parkway areas and cycle shed at Universal Lifting Services, 61 Laburnum Road, Sandy, Beds.

Town Council Comments:  Object (TC 19.1.04)

(a)  Notwithstanding the assurance of the Housing Association regarding conditions covering the ownership of motor vehicles by tenants, (which the Town Council believes are unenforceable), the Council still believes that there is inadequate provision of off street parking at this development.

(b)  Over development of the available site.

Mid Bedfordshire District Council 6.2.04 Refused

An Appeal against the refusal by Mid Bedfordshire District Council to grant consent for the erection of 16 x one bedroomed flats and a pair of semi-detached houses with parking areas and a cycle shed.

Appeal heard on 25.8.04, Appeal dismissed.  (Copy of decision was attached).

RESOLVED:  That the Appeal Decision be noted.

7.  VERBAL REPORT FROM ANY LOCAL MEMBER WHO ATTENDED

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE ON ANY MATTERS AFFECTING 

SANDY (P45/04)

Cllr Aldis reported that he had requested that the Jordan's Yard Application and the Application for a Highways Depot in Sunderland Road both go before Committee under the new "Call In" arrangements.  However he had been told that the request had been received outside the agreed time scales.  This did raise a question about the "Calling In" of Applications that the Town Council considered controversial and the procedure for requesting District Council members to do this.  Cllr Goss said that he had requested the Clerk to investigate this matter and to prepare a report covering all of the issues for the consideration of this Committee.

8.  SUNDERLAND ROAD PAVILION/SECURE STORAGE PROJECT (P46/04)

(a)  To receive Notes of a Meeting of the Working Group held on Tuesday 14th September 2004.  (Copy was attached).

(b)  To receive Notes of a Meeting of the Working Group held on Wednesday 15th September 2004.  (Copy was attached).

The Clerk and Chairman of the Working Group answered questions from Members.  The only decision that had been made by the Working Group was to employ Willmott Boddington Partnership as the Building Consultants.  Their fee would be met from the sum already set aside by Council to meet architect's fees.

No decision had been made regarding a Bid Consultant this matter would go before Council with a full report on Monday next.

RESOLVED:  That the Notes of both Meetings be received.

9.  MEETING OF THE RIDDY LOCAL NATURE RESERVE MANAGEMENT GROUP HELD TUESDAY 6TH OCTOBER 2004 (P47/04)

There were no recommendations or urgent Matters Arising from this meeting.  The Minutes would follow via Periodic Bulletin as usual.

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted.

10.  MEETING OF THE PINNACLE MANAGEMENT GROUP HELD TUESDAY 6TH OCTOBER 2004 (P48/04)

There were no recommendations or urgent Matters Arising from this meeting.  The Minutes would follow via Periodic Bulletin as usual.

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted.

11.  FISHING RIGHTS – THE RIDDY LOCAL NATURE RESERVE, SANDY (P49/04)

The Clerk's Report, which had been previously circulated, was received and considered.

RESOLVED:  That the Biggleswade, Shefford and District Angling Association be offered a new Three Year Agreement for the fishing rights on The Riddy Local Nature Reserve with effect from 1st April 2005.

SEE ALSO RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL

MINUTE NO: (P49/04)

12.  SUMMER PLANTING – SANDY 2004 (P50/04)

The Clerk's Report, which had been previously circulated, was received and considered.

The Clerk reminded Members that early during 2004 they had on the recommendation of the Staffing Committee approved the three-year contract with Plantscape.  The major benefit of this was that it was a fixed price for three years.  The question of renewal of the contract did not arise.  It was fully admitted that there had been minor problems with the first year of the contract.  The worst of these i.e. weeding and dead heading of ground beds had already been discussed with the contractor who had also confirmed that he was not entirely satisfied with the performance.

However it did have to be said that the appearance of the floral fountains and troughs in the High Street was superior to anything that had been provided before and even the company's own illustrations in their catalogue.  There were a number of staffing issues, which had contributed to the late delivery of plants and installation of units.

It was hoped that the revised liaison arrangements, which had already been put in place for 2005, would overcome a repeat of this scenario.

RESOLVED:  (a)  That the Clerk's Report be received and noted.

(b)  That the Staffing Committee be requested to consider the various staffing issues detailed in the Report.

12.  SUMMER PLANTING – SANDY 2004 (P50/04) (CONTD)

(c)  That the Sandy Enhancement Group's recommendation for the use of red, white and blue flowers throughout the Town and in all planters and beds is approved.

(d)  That the principle of the planting of the centre bed on Faynes Corner Rose Garden be approved subject to funding being provided and that Sandy Enhancement Group be asked if they can provide a sponsor for this particular bed.

13.  PRESS RELEASE (P51/04)

RESOLVED:  That a Press Release is not considered necessary.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

DATE/REF
APPLICANT
DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
MID BEDS NOTIFIED
MID BEDS DECISION

17.9.04

115/04


04/01676/FULL

Mrs C Fisher

44 Fieldfare

Sandy

SG19 2U2
Full application for the erection of a single storey rear extension and conservatory to 44 Fieldfare, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 42 & 46 Fieldfare, Sandy notified
NO OBJECTIONS
P P & O S

11.10.04

12.10.04




17.9.04

116/04


04/01594/FULL

Zwetsloots Ltd

C/o D H Barford & Co

Howard House

17 Church Street

ST Neots

PE19 2BU
Full application for the erection of extensions to flower processing building with new parking and vehicular manoeuvring areas, internal access roads with security gatehouse and earth bunds for landscaping at The Nursery, Great North Road, Sandy SG19 2AJ
NO OBJECTIONS
P P & O S

11.10.04

12.10.04











22.9.04

117/04


04/01574/LB

Mr K Hill

11 Stratford Road

Sandy

SG19 2AB
Listed Building Consent Application to rebuild part of the right hand gable wall that is bowed and structurally unsafe at 11 Stratford Road, Sandy, Beds.
NO OBJECTIONS
P P & O S

11.10.04

12.10.04




29.9.04

118/04


04/10769/FULL

Aragon Housing Assoc

Katherine's Hse

Dunstable St

Ampthill

MK45 2JP
Full application for the erection of a one bedroomed bungalow on Plot 10 (revised house type) at 59 West Road, Sandy, Beds.

P P & O S

11.10.04

12.10.04


30.9.04

119/04


04/01783/FULL

Mr Walledge

1 Laburnum Road

Sandy

SG19 1HG
Full application for the erection of a single garage with office and toilet over at 1 Laburnum Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 3,  3b Laburnum Road and 28,30,32,34 Bedford Road, Sandy notified
NO OBJECTIONS
P P & O S

11.10.04

12.10.04


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

DATE/REF
APPLICANT
DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
MID BEDS NOTIFIED
MID BEDS DECISION

30.9.04

120/04
04/01649/ADV

Brian Goodyear Bookmakers

6a Northampton Road

Wellingborough

Northants

NN8 3HG
Revised Advertisement Consent for addition of external trough lighting to existing fascia sign at 12 Market Square, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 11 and 12a Market Square, Sandy notified
NO OBJECTIONS
P P & O S

11.10.04

12.10.04




1.10.04

121/04


04/01750/LB

Ms V H Barry

70 High Street

Sandy

Beds

SG19 1AN
Listed Building Consent to replace windows to front and side elevation and french doors to rear elevation in place of existing window at 70 High Street, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 72 High Street, Sandy notified
NO OBJECTIONS
P P & O S

11.10.04

12.10.04




4.10.04

122/04


04/01814/FULL

Wentworth Laboratories Ltd

1 Gosforth Close

Sandy

SG19 1RB
Full application for variation of condition attached to planning permission 01/01645/FULL dated 10.12.01 for siting of temporary office – renewal of permisson at 1 Gosforth Close, Sandy, Beds
NO OBJECTIONS
P P & O S

11.10.04

12.10.04
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